THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HELD A BUDGET WORK SESSION ON
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2020, AT 3:00 P.M., IN B75 MEETING ROOM LOCATED IN THE FRANKLIN
COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, 1255 FRANKLIN STREET, SUITE 104, ROCKY MOUNT, VIRGINIA.
THERE WERE PRESENT:

Mike Carter
Tommy Cundiff
Leland Mitchell
Ronald Mitchell
Lorie Smith
Tim Tatum

ABSENT:

Ronnie Thompson

OTHERS PRESENT:

Christopher Whitlow, Interim County Administrator
Madeline L. Sefcik, Clerk

********************
Chairman Mitchell, called the meeting to order.
Mr. Whitlow, Interim County Administrator opened the meeting and welcomed those who were in
attendance.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
IT Director, John Harrison presented the below PowerPoint.

Supervisor Mitchell asked for clarification on the area of consulting fees.
Supervisor Smith commended Mr. Harrison for his zero-based budgeting.
TREASURER

Ms. Susan Wray, Treasurer, spoke to the Board and presented her Budget requests. She is not asking for
any additional positions, but she is asking for an increase in her budget overall for professional services,
machinery and equipment.
Supervisor Mitchell asked how much a year the County is collecting by charging the 2.5% credit card fee
to the Citizens in Franklin County and asked if this is was the source of the number one complaint heard
from the public. Ms. Wray answered in the affirmative.
Supervisor Smith asked for clarification on the $10,000 additional in her budget she is requesting.
COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE
Ms. Margaret Torrence, Commissioner of the Revenue, presented her budget requests to the Board. She
explained she is needing more money in advertisement. She also is asking for more money to continue
her employee’s training and education.
Supervisor Carter asked if the printer she has is serviced by the group she has the lease from. The answer
was yes, service and equipment are included in the lease she has for her printer.
Commissioner Torrence expressed her want for a new system to help with the reassessments each four
years. This program would help each neighborhood be assessed at a quicker rate, but this software may
cost $600,000.
Commissioner Torrence reminded the Board she is also asking for an auditor position in her department.
CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Ms. Teresa Brown, Clerk of Circuit Court, explained to the Board the need for an additional person in her
office. Ms. Brown also explained the way her office operates and the responsibilities each of the members
on her staff have every day.
FINANCE
Mr. Carter, Director of Finance presented the below presentation.

Supervisor Mitchell asked if staff fears the threat of an active shooter in the government building? The
answer was in the affirmative.
Supervisor Mitchell and Supervisor Smith wanted to emphasis the need to take care of our employees.
Supervisor Tatum reminded the Board we have a different generation of workforce entering the field and
we need to remember this as we move forward. Supervisor Smith thinks we need to consider what we can

do to address this issue and need to consider doing a market study on the salaries of the employees of the
County.
Mr. Carter also presented on the budget of the Registrar.
****************************
Mr. Whitlow, Interim County Administrator discussed the need to send correspondence to Judge Perdue in
order to get a Board of Equalization in place. He also brought up a letter to be sent in response to the
Rocky Mount Rescue Station. Mr. Whitlow will also send a letter to Pittsylvania County letting them know
we do not anticipate adding additional funding to the County of Pittsylvania.
Chairman Mitchell recessed for dinner.
**************************
Chairman Mitchell brought the meeting back to order.
The Board of Supervisors held a joint meeting with the Volunteer Fire Chiefs in the County.
Supervisor Tatum, Smith and Carter spoke of their thankfulness to the volunteers for their service in the
County and Chairman Mitchell wants to extend the Board’s sincere gratitude.
Morris Ledbetter, Assistant Chief of Ferrum and President for the Volunteer Fire Association spoke to the
Board and let them know we have the best treatment they have ever had, but we still need more resources.
Mr. Ledbetter spoke on the need to increase transparency. The Volunteer Fire Association is here to take
care of the volunteer organizations and benefit the agencies. They would like to have a hand in the
decisions being made that affect the volunteer fire chiefs and the members of their organization. They
would like to work with the County to achieve a set of shared goals. He acknowledged Director Ferguson
has been working with the organization and he appreciates that effort. Mr. Ledbetter believed this volunteer
organization will strengthen the County’s Public Safety organization. He thanked Supervisors Tatum and
Mitchell for their budget proposal and thinks that is a step in the right direction. Mr. Ledbetter thinks if the
volunteers can put forward the manpower, then the County should provide the equipment needed to provide
the services. Mr. Ledbetter noted the looming need to address the potential cancer risks to firefighters and
to do what the County can to assist.
Supervisor Tatum asked Mr. Ledbetter how much it costs a new member to be outfitted with all the proper
gear. The answer was about $3,500 per member whenever the department receives a new volunteer.
Chief Powell spoke for Burnt Chimney’s need of gear for their volunteers. He also expressed his
department’s desire to be a place for the younger generation to belong. The department notes grants are
very helpful.
Recruitment and retention plan for the county. Property tax relief potential?
Chief Webb brought to the attention of the Board that the County can teach a firefighter course in a shorter
amount of time than it takes to complete the state level class.
The Chief of Ferrum expressed his volunteers’ fatigue from continuous fundraising.
The Chiefs also noted that each department must do annual testing of equipment and that this is a cost to
the volunteers for ensuring security for those who will respond to fires using the equipment.
Smith Mountain Lake Fire Boat Chief spoke on his unique needs for boating repairs. He also stated that
his department serves Pittsylvania County and Bedford County as well.
The Chiefs let the Board know that there needs to be a reassessment of the charges for a false alarm fee.

Supervisor Tatum asked Director Ferguson to forward the information regarding training to each of the
Board Members. Chairman Mitchell made the comment that the best education is hands-on experience.
The Scruggs Chief wants to compliment Director Ferguson and appreciates the he can talk to the Director
about his department’s needs and issues. He would like to see a fire tax installed in the County with the
proceeds coming to the various fire departments.
The Boones Mill Fire Chief wants to thank the Board of Supervisors for their support and the recent grant
they received.
Chief of Rocky Mount Fire Department spoke on his budget needs.
(RESOLUTION #17-02-2020)
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors to approve the Special Event Permit
submitted by Mr. Aaron Hodges with no conditions.
MOTION BY:
Tim Tatum
SECONDED BY:
Ronald Smith
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:
AYES: Carter, Cundiff, L. Mitchell, R. Mitchell, Smith, Tatum
ABSENT: Thompson
Chairman Mitchell recessed the Board of Supervisor to March 3rd, 2020 at 3:00PM for a budget work
session.

