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FRANKLIN COUNTY'S PUBLIC SAFETY
DEPA RTMENT IS DEDI CATED TO
PROVIDING EMERGENCY SERVI CES,
TO I NCLUDE, BUT NOT LIMITED TO,
FIRE, EMS, ANIMAL CONTROL Al'iD
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, T HAT
ARE DELIVERED I N A T IMELY AND
EFFICIENT MANNE BY WELL-TRAINED
AND DEDICATED CAREER AND
VOLUNTEER PROFESSIONALS.

Courtney is a second generation Firefighter/EMT with two brothers that have also worked in the
field. He has been around the Fire/EMS family his entire life and would not change that for anything.
His family is very supportive of what he does. He says, " I have a greatest wife in the world, she puts
up with me and the crazy schedule that I work; our children understand that and support me also. I
have the best family a person could ask for."
When asked why he chose this career, he replied, "I don't think I chose this career, I think it chose
me." His father's career began in 1966 and he was born into it. While growing up, he would see
what his father was doing, how he would help others, and how the firefighter family would come
together to help others in need. Courtney saw how to help in ways other than firefighting, such as
what the firefighting family did for the MDA. Everyone would get together to do something for a
family they had met on a call, for example, go fix a porch that was rotten so the family could get a
wheelchair out of the house and into a car. Courtney says, "I guess you can say I saw what my
father was doing with his life and I wanted to do the same with mine."
Courtney started his career in 1991, retired from Roanoke Fire/EMS in 2015, and came to work at
Franklin County Public Safety soon after. He says, "I love Franklin County and have lived here most
of my life. I want to give back and serve this great county." Courtney enjoys spending time with his
family and states, "I don't get to do that enough." His hobbies include hunting , fishing, doing things
around the house, playing with the families 8 dogs, and enjoying family time around the pool.
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To all those who have served, and those who continue
to serve.. .

I
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Congratulations to Chris Esposito (Med 1-8)
and Brandy Young on the birth of their
daughter, McKenna Leann. McKenna was
born on October 3, 2019 at 11 :15 pm weigh
ing 7 pounds 15 ounces.

November 11, 2019

Franklin County Rescue Squad was
presented a flag in October by
Lisa Landes from Woodmen life.
The flag was presented to William
Helms, President of the Board .
Lisa Landes with Woodmenlife presented
Franklin County Public Safety an American
flag November 1, 2019. Receiving the flag is
William Ferguson, Director of Public Safety
along with Jonathan Smith (Med 1-8) and
Brandon Brown (Med 1-4).
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Fork Mountain Fire Department made a
stop at Henry Elementary School for Fire
Prevention week.

Scruggs Volunteer Fire & Rescue visited the
Trinity Ecumenical Pre-school class October 10,
2019.
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Mrs. Leftwich's "Teens and Tots"
class visited Rocky Mount Fire
Department, North Station, on
October 1, 2019. A special thank
you to Brad Basham and John Hall
for vesting time with the children.
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN
To be honest with you, far too often I'm guilty of looking at those things I don't have and
thinking how much better life would be if I had them. (A nice NEW shiny truck should
you be looking for gift ideas) I get caught up in my wants, mistake them for needs, and
find myself discontent all the way around.
Despite the fact that Walmart has had Christmas decorations out since September, we
still have to get through Thanksgiving first. For many, Thanksgiving has become more
about spending time with family you rarely see, gorging on thousands of calories, and
unbuttoning your pants just to take a breath. "What's for dessert", you say? Spending
the evening shopping Black Friday sales online of course!
There's nothing wrong with having wants (a nice NEW shiny truck for example). The
problem comes when we confuse our wants with needs and overlook being thankful for
those things we already have.
This month I'm thankful to be celebrating 20 years of marriage to the most beautiful girl
in the world and have two wonderful daughters to share it with! Black Friday can't beat
that! That's just to start.
So I'd like to issue you a challenge. Instead of just going through the motions this
Thanksgiving take a few moments to really think about all of the things you have to be
thankful for. (The roof you're sitting under and table full of food you're staring down my
help get you started.) Finally, when evening comes and you collapse on the couch full
and thankful , and you go online to fill your cart, remember one thing ..... l'd like a nice
NEW shiny truck!
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
May your stuffing be tasty,
May your turkey plump,
May your potatoes and gravy have nary a lump
May your yams be delicious
And your pies take the prize
And may your Thanksgiving dinner
Stay off your thighs!

Darrell 'Lil Bill' Wimmer
Firefighter/EMT/Chaplain
Franklin County Department of Public Safety
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Division 6 Drill was held October 9-11 , 2019. Members of the Special Operations Team trained
with Division 6 members from Roanoke County Fire and Rescue, Roanoke Fire EMS and Salem
Fire Department. The scenario was a maintenance worker trapped in a collapsed structure
during an earthquake. His location in the building was unknown.

Thank you to the Rocky Mount Police Department and Rocky Mount Fire Department for hosting
Trunk or Treat and allowing Public Safety to participate. It was a huge success.
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The Fire Academy Cadets are finishing their second month of the academy. They completed
HazMat Operations last week and are now back into the Firefighter Level 1 curriculum. We
haven't received the official results ofthe HazMat pass percentage, but we do know they are
good. Hats off to the instructors for their dedication to the program. If we do have cadets
that were not successful on their first attempt, we will be working with those cadets to
prepare them for their retest. Hopefully, there will be a 100% pass rate on the HazMat
Course by the next addition of the newsletter.
The 18 cadets are in full swing with the restart of the Firefighter Level 1 portion of the
academy. Fire behavior, building construction and fire extinguishers were just completed.
Next week they will be moving into response/size up and then into ropes, knots, and rigging.
The academy is full steam ahead and the cadets are beginning to get into the full strength of
the firefighter curriculum. Please continue to give support and encouragement to the cadets
in the academy.

Captain Patrick B. Meeks

Fire Extinguisher Class
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Fire Training
Fall Training Season is upon us and Public Safety is busy with classes and other training
events. Emergency Vehicle Operators Course (EVOC) was held October 26-27, 2019. 28
individuals participated in the two day course. The instructors, Jeff Hodges, Julia Clark and
Jack Swicegood, spent two days going over emergency response and state laws as it applies
to operating an emergency vehicle. The instructors did a fantastic job. Congratulations to the
students that took the course.
As we move into November, Public Safety will be hosting a VAVRS Vehicle Rescue Class on
November 1-2, 2019.
The Fire Training Board will be meeting on November 7, 2019, there will be discussion about
several other courses for next year. If anyone has any ideas or would like to take a certain
training course, please contact your departments respective Training Board Representative
and they will present those to the committee for consideration. Below is a list of Training
Board Representatives by department:

•

Rocky Mount Fire..... Brad Basham

•

Ferrum Fire ..... Morris "Tata" Ledbetter

•

Glade Hill Fire .....James Allen Richards

•

Callaway Fire .....Cody Williams

•

Snow Creek Fire..... Bobby Young

•

Boones Mill Fire .....Dwayne Naff

•

Fork Mountain Fire..... Brett Mullins

•

Burnt Chimney Fire .....Richard Scott

•

Scruggs Fire..... George Tawes

•

Henry Fire ..... Scott Cowen

•

FCDPS Career..... David "Taw" Hodges

•

FCDPS Career ..... Steve Crook

I Hope everyone has a great November and Thanksgiving Holiday.

Captain Patrick B. Meeks
Fire Training Coordinator
Special Operations Team Coordinator
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With cold weather approaching, here are a few guidelines for adequate shelter and space for
dogs and cats. Please take time to read the state mandated laws. If you see an animal that is in
need, please contact FCSO Dispatch by radio, Animal Control Office at 540-483-7440 or the
Public Safety office at 540-483-3091. These animals depend on us for their well being. Thank
you!
"Adequate shelter" means provision of and access to shelter that is suitable for the species,
age, condition, size, and type of each animal; provides adequate space for each animal; is safe
and protects each animal from injury, rain, sleet, snow, hail, direct sunlight, the adverse effects
of heat or cold, physical suffering, and impairment of health; is properly lighted; is properly
cleaned; enables each animal to be clean and dry, except when detrimental to the species;
during hot weather, is properly shaded and does not readily conduct heat; during cold weather,
has a windbreak at its entrance and provides a quantity of bedding material consisting of straw,
cedar shavings, or the equivalent that is sufficient to protect the animal from cold and promote
the retention of body heat; and, for dogs and cats, provides a solid surface, resting platform,
pad, floormat, or similar device that is large enough for the animal to lie on in a normal manner
and can be maintained in a sanitary manner. Under this chapter, shelters whose wire, grid, or
slat floors permit the animals' feet to pass through the openings, sag under the animals' weight,
or otherwise do not protect the animals' feet or toes from injury are not adequate shelter.
"Adequate space" means sufficient space to allow each animal to easily stand, sit, lie, turn
about, and make all other normal body movements in a comfortable, normal position for the
animal and interact safely with other animals in the enclosure. When an animal is tethered,
"adequate space" means that the tether to which the animal is attached permits the above
actions and is appropriate to the age and size of the animal; is attached to the animal by a
properly applied collar, halter, or harness that is configured so as to protect the animal from
injury and prevent the animal or tether from becoming entangled with other objects or animals,
or from extending over an object or edge that could result in the strangulation or injury of the
animal; is at least ten feet in length or three times the length of the animal, as measured from the
tip of its nose to the base of its tail, whichever is greater, except when the animal is being
walked on a leash or is attached by a tether to a lead line; does not, by its material, size, or
weight or any other characteristic, cause injury or pain to the animal; does not weigh more than
one-tenth of the animal's body weight; and does not have weights or other heavy objects
attached to it.
Livestock (cows, horses, sheep, goats, poultry, etc.) do not require shelter but, if you see
livestock that is in poor condition or obviously suffering,
please let Animal Control know so they can do a well
If it's too cold for you ou ts1dc,
being check .
it 's to cold for tlwrn.
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Harvest Time at Booker T Washington National Monument
November 2, 2019
10:00 am
Smith Mountain Lake Fall Chili and Craft Festival
November 2, 2019
11:00 am
Fall Fire/EMS Appreciation Dinner
Wednesday, November20,2019
6:30 pm
Annual Westlake Christmas Celebration and Tree Lighting
December 5, 2019
5:30 pm
Come Home to a Franklin County Christmas
December 6, 2019
5:30 pm
Franklin County Christmas Parade
December 8, 2019
3:00 pm Downtown Rocky Mount

Progress on the new Franklin County Animal Shelter

\1ffJJ
V

FRANKLIN COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY NEWSLETTER

November 2019

~

Upcoming Nove~6er CCasses
Vehicle Rescue Course
November 1-2, 2019
Begins: November 1: 6:00 pm November 2: 9:00 am
Location: Franklin County Rescue Squad Building
AHA ACLS Refresher
November 2, 2019
8:00 am-5:00 pm
Location: Franklin County Public Safety Training Center
PALS Refresher
November 9, 2019
8:00 am-5:00 pm
Location: Franklin County Public Safety Training Center
Heartsaver CPR AED Course
November 12, 2019
3:00 pm-5:30 pm
Location: The Franklin Center
Heartsaver First Aid
November 12, 2019
6:00 pm-9:00 pm
Location: The Franklin Center
Healthcare Provider CPR Course
November 19, 2019
6:00 pm-9:30 pm
Location The Franklin Center

