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Upcoming Dates & Events
June 14th – Flag Day
th

June 19 – Juneteenth
June 20th – First Day of Summer

Center dispatchers! Thank you, FHBC for
this awesome gesture of kindness!
Pictured (L-R): Dispatcher Chelsey Withrow
and Dana Newton (FHBC and Citizens on
Patrol member)

National Corrections Officers Week

th

June 20 – Father’s Day
Local Church Gifts FCSO

Franklin Heights Church is observing a "Day
of Kindness" for Franklin County on
Saturday, May 1st. This week, a group from
the church dropped off cards and gift
certificates to a local eatery for all our
Office of the Sheriff County of Franklin E911

The week of May 2nd – May 8th we
commemorated the contributions of
correctional officers, jail deputies, and
personnel who work in jails, prisons, and
community corrections across the country.
The Franklin County Sheriff's Office has
approximately 20 deputies who serve in the
Corrections Division. Thank you, to all these
men and women!!
"The duties of these officers have become
increasingly complex and demanding. They
are called upon to fill, simultaneously,
custodial, supervisory, and counseling roles.
The professionalism, dedication, and
courage exhibited by these officers
throughout the performance of these
demanding and often conflicting roles
deserve our utmost respect. The important
work of correctional officers often does not
receive the recognition from the public it
deserves. It is appropriate that we honor
the
many
contributions
and
accomplishments of these men and women
who are a vital component of the field of
corrections." - President Ronald Reagan
(May 5, 1984)
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International Firefighter’s Day

ceremony last year, but we're so happy
they were able to dawn their regalia and
celebrate in person this year!
May 1st, 2021 graduates also took to Adams
Stadium to celebrate their academic
achievement! This class consisted of 173
seniors from 12 different states each
earning degrees in their respected fields of
study! This class marks the 105th
commencement ceremony of Ferrum
College.

May 4th was International Firefighter's Day.
The Office of the Sheriff would like to
express thanks to all Firefighters who serve
Franklin County each day. Your spirit of
community and motivation to provide a
valuable service should always be
promoted. Thanks again for all you do and
we thank our great partners at Franklin
County Department of Public Safety.

National Nurses Day
May 6th was National Nurses Day, which
kicked off National Nurses Week through
May 12th. Nurses Week began in 1974 by
President Nixon and is dedicated to
showing appreciation to those in the
nursing profession!

Ferrum Graduation

The Office of the Sheriff would like to thank
all nursing staff who serve Franklin County
each day.
April 30th- Ferrum hosted an in-person
ceremony at Adams Stadium for the class of
2020. 2020 graduates did have a virtual
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National Police Week

Department, Virginia State Police, Virginia
Conservation Police.

The Franklin County Sheriff's Office would
like to honor and say thanks to our law
enforcement family and all of the agencies
we partner with in our county.
Established by President John Kennedy in
1962, it was a day that paid special
recognition to those law enforcement
officers who have lost their lives in the line
of duty. This week is National Police Week,
plus May 15th is National Peace Officers
Memorial Day.

Virtual Car Event

On Saturday, June 12th, between the hours
of 10AM - 3PM, the Virginia Department of
Motor Vehicles (DMV) held an online,
virtual car seat safety event.
Residents that wished to be a part of this
event to meet one-on-one with a Certified
Child Passenger Safety Technician (CPST) via
Zoom were asked to use this website to
register.
Register Child Seat Safety
A state certified attendant is able to:



Thanks to all who wear the badge and serve
their community; Rocky Mount Police
Department,
Boones
Mill
Police
Department, Ferrum College Police



Walk the resident through how to
correctly install your car seat, stepby-step.
Review how to correctly harness
your child into his/her car seat and
adjust the harness for growth.
Answer specific questions that they
may have about child passenger
safety.

Office of the Sheriff
County of Franklin
Newsletter June 2021
National EMS Week

May 16th - 22nd, 2021 was the 46th annual
National EMS week. In 1974, President
Gerald Ford authorized EMS Week to
celebrate EMS practitioners and the
important work that they do in our
communities.
The Office of the Sheriff would like to thank
all Emergency Medical Services volunteers
and staff that serve Franklin County each
day.

Armed Forces Day

Saturday, May 15th was Armed Forces Day.
Armed Forces Day was created to replace
separate Army, Navy and Air Force Days.
The single-day celebration stemmed from
the unification of the armed forces under
one agency -- the Department of Defense.
In an excerpt from the Presidential
Proclamation of Feb. 27, 1950, Truman
stated, "Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May
20, 1950, marks the first combined
demonstration by America's defense team
of its progress, under the National Security
Act, toward the goal of readiness for any
eventuality. It is the first parade of
preparedness by the unified forces of our
land, sea, and air defense."
The Franklin County Sheriff's Office takes a
moment to say "Thanks" to all our branches
of military, each stand alone in their
impeccable service to our nation.

COVID Vaccination Pod
On Wednesday, May 12th, the Franklin
County Sheriff's Office assisted at the Covid
Vaccination Pod held at the Pigg River
Community Center in Rocky Mount.
Sponsored by Carilion Franklin Memorial
Hospital United Way of Roanoke Valley and
Pigg River Community Center.
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The sheriff's office was able to take the
Mobile Operations Center to the site and
assist in traffic control.
Photo shows Pamela Chitwood, United Way
of the Roanoke Valley, Stephanie Hodges,
Carilion Franklin Memorial Hospital, Captain
Ken Holland (Right) and Captain Duane
Amos (back)

Church Gifts FCSO with Lunch
Monday, May 17th, Furnace Creek Baptist
Church of Rocky Mount brought by a huge
variety of food for our lunch. FCBC
representative Leonard Aken, stopped in
with dozens of food trays for our crews.
We are so thankful for Furnace Creek
Baptist Church, church pastor, membership
and staff that thought of us today. Photo
shows Leonard Aken and Major Justin
Sigmon.

Shining Star Award
On Monday, May 17th, Sheriff Overton
presented Auxiliary Deputy Lurena Huffman
with a Shining Star award. Lurena has a
background in forensic science and has
been instrumental in forensic training for
the Office of the Sheriff. We are thankful for
her expertise and guidance provided to this
office!
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Other data shows the lifesaving value of
seat belts, approximately 15% of Virginians
still do not buckle up. Held nationally in
May, the “Click It or Ticket!” campaign
combines
outreach,
education
and
enforcement to promote proper seat belt
and child safety seat use.
According to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA), seat belts
save more than 11,000 lives in the United
States each year. In 2017 alone, the NHTSA
reported that seat belt use in passenger
vehicles saved an estimated 14,955 lives.
We want you to arrive home safely to your
families each day.

Buckle Up
While many Virginians are getting
vaccinated and making spring and summer
travel plans, the Virginia Department of
Motor Vehicles (DMV), through its “Click It
or Ticket!” campaign, reminds those who
will be traveling that the best way to ensure
you and your loved ones arrive at your
destination safely is to always wear a seat
belt.

Homestead Creamery Celebrates
20 Years
Wednesday, May 19th, Homestead
Creamery, Inc celebrated 20 years of
business and a new upgrade to the inside of
their Farm Market Store. Many were on
hand to celebrate with the crew at HC.
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Major Justin Sigmon said, "We are blessed
to have Homestead Creamery in Franklin
County. Great food, milk products and their
signature ice cream are favorites all around
our area. Congratulations on your first 20
years and much success in your next 20."
Special thanks to Smith Mountain Lake
Regional Chamber of Commerce for sharing
their photo with us.

Shining Star Award

Recruits Graduate Cardinal Academy

Wednesday, May 19th, the Franklin County
Sheriff's Office had 4 recruits graduate from
LE Academy and 2 from the Jail Academy.
Such a special time for these gentlemen
after weeks of hard work and dedication,
preparing to serve this community. Please
join us in congratulating these men.

Yesterday, Sheriff Overton presented two
Shining Star Award's to Deputy Alejandro.
One award was for a successful search and
rescue track where Deputy Alejandro led K9 Sasha to locate an individual in a mental
health crisis for approximately one mile.
The second award came after a resident
complemented Deputy Alejandro on his
handling of a larceny case at their business,
with professionalism and dedication. Thank
you,
Deputy
Alejandro,
for
your
professionalism and dedication to this office
and to Franklin County.

Lunch Donation
On Tuesday, May 25th, members of the
Office of the Sheriff enjoyed a delicious
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lunch from Buddy's BBQ VA, donated by
SERVPRO of Roanoke. Thank you, Clark
Goodman and ServPro of Roanoke, for your
generosity.

professionalism and dedication to this office
and to Franklin County!

Woodmen Life Award

Pictured: L-R: Allen "Buddy" Hancock,
Buddy's BBQ......Clark Goodman, Servpro of
Roanoke Valley.......Sheriff Bill Overton

Shining Star Award
Deputy Dylan Smith received a Shining Star
Award from Sheriff Overton. This award
came after a resident complemented
Deputy Smith on his professionalism,
eagerness, and courteous nature on
handling a call for service regarding a stolen
vehicle. Thank you, Deputy Smith, for your

WoodmenLife Representative Lisa Landes
recognized Sgt. Anthony Hodges for the
month of May 2021. Sgt. Hodges has been a
volunteer and a giver most of his life. As
medical officer for the Franklin County Jail,
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Anthony's job got a little more intense
during the COVID outbreak. With his
additional training from the rescue squad it
put him in a great position to focus on the
health and wellbeing of the inmates. He
was dedicated to staying on top of the
guidelines, protective measures and the
constant changes with the CDC guidelines.
He wanted to help ensure the inmates were
cared for and COVID testing was completed
for not only the inmates, but also other
staff members.
Go to Facebook/Standing Watch Page and
see the full article. Congratulations to Sgt.
Anthony Hodges as the WoodmenLife
Award recipient.

On Sunday, May 30th, LBC held a huge
Memorial Day Service and a special event to
honor law enforcement. They also provided
a meal after the service for all police
officers and their families. Sgt. Steve
Grantham and Deputy Carter Santrock were
our representatives.
We
thank
Pastor
Jay
Richards,
Administrative Pastor Josh Cunningham,
Leon Caldwell (our contact person), the
congregation of LBC and all the other law
enforcement agencies who joined in this
wonderful project. It was a very special
blessing to be a part of this service.

Memorial Day Event
Church Holds Event

Back in 2020, Lighthouse Bible Church, in
Vinton, had area law enforcement agencies
sign large police "Thin Blue Line" flags. The
Office of the Sheriff participated in that
signing.

The Franklin County Sheriff's Office Honor
Guard was at the Memorial Day Remembrance
held each year at the Veteran's Memorial Park
on Monday, May 31st.This somber ceremony
remembers all local residents who served in our
armed forces and sacrificed their lives in the
process.
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Photo L-R: Deputy Jamie Carr, Sgt. Paul
Crandall, Deputy Jonathan Scott and Deputy
Carter Santrock.

Murder Arrests
The Franklin County Sheriff’s Office has
made two arrests in the 2019 homicide of
Travis Pannell.

Patrick Antoine Davis, 34 years old of
Danville, was arrested in Danville on April
28th, 2021 and has been charged with
Second Degree Murder.
Mario Rayshawn Day, 26 years old of
Roanoke, was arrested on April 29th, 2021
in Marietta, Georgia. Upon his extradition
back to Virginia, he will be served with an
outstanding warrant for Second Degree
Murder.
The Franklin County Sheriff’s Office would
like to thank the United States Marshal
service and Virginia State Police for their
assistance in locating and apprehending
these individuals for their outstanding
warrants!
See news report below.
Murder Arrests WSLS

